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grieving with hope  [1 Thessalonians 4.13-18) 

We live in times where things definitely aren’t the way they are 
supposed to be.  Living life can be a struggle, especially living in the way 
of Jesus in a culture that seems more and more opposed to it every day.  
Paul writes this letter to encourage the church to be a people of hope in 

the in-between.  Paul reminds us that the church that receives the gospel 
must pass it on and embody it in faith, love and hope. 

 
about those who have fallen asleep, v13 
 
the problem 
 
 
 
 
resurrection hope, vv14-17 
 
we believe 
 
 Jesus died & rose, so we will die & rise 
 
 -Romans 8.11 
 
 
 
the return 
 
 “Parousia” 
 
 
 heaven 
 
 
 loud command/voice of the archangel/trumpet call 
 -Matthew 24.27-31 
 
 
 the dead rise first 
 
 
 caught up to meet 
 -apentesis 
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 clouds 
 -Exodus 13.21; 1 Kings 8.10-11; Psalm 97; Mark 9; Acts 1 
 
 
encouraging each other 
 
Paul’s point 
 
 resurrection hope 
 -1 Corinthians 15.12-23 
 
 
 -Romans 8 
 
 
 
 with King Jesus 
 -Revelation 21 
 
  
 
 
 

Where is your hope? 
 

 
Memorize this- 
So it comes down to this: since you have been raised with the Anointed 

One, the Liberating King, set your mind on heaven above. The 
Anointed is there, seated at God’s right hand. Stay focused on what’s 
above, not on earthly things, because your old life is dead and gone. 

Your new life is now hidden, enmeshed with the Anointed who is in 
God. On that day when the Anointed One—who is our very life—is 

revealed, you will be revealed with Him in glory! 
--Colossians 3.1-4 (the voice) 

 
moving forward: 
The way things are is not the way they will always be.  Jesus will return 
to conquer evil once and for all and to make everything new, even you, 
if you belong to Him.  Take some time each day to reflect on the broken, 
sin tainted things of this world and rejoice in the news that Jesus is 
coming and He will make all the sad things untrue. 
 
Pray that the Spirit will help you to be more and more a person shaped 
and held by His hope. 


